
 

 

Press release 

For immediate release 

Höhlerberg Wind Farm: Construction Site Preparation Kicks Off 

▪ Construction site preparation work, including site clearing, starts after several years of planning 

and permitting 

▪ Two wind turbines with a total rated capacity of 11.4 MW to generate around 28,000 MWh of 

electricity a year 

▪ Up to four additional turbines planned for next project in Helgenwald  

Oberkirch, Germany, 12/01/2025 - The Höhlerberg wind farm in the German region of Middle Hesse is a 

joint project between Koehler Renewable Energy and Qair Deutschland. Construction site preparation is 

moving ahead just as planned for the project, with initial preparations for site clearing having started at 

the end of October at the planned installation locations in priority area VRG 4117 between the town of 

Lich and the Fernwald municipality. These preparations started with the specific construction locat ions 

being surveyed and staked out, after which wildlife exclusion fencing that demarcates the clearance areas 

and prevents unauthorized access was installed. Now, the actual site clearing work will start in December, 

and is expected to last all the way through the end of February 2026. Both the preparation work and the 

site clearing are being supervised by experienced expert consultancies within the context of environmental 

and geotechnical supervision. Once the clearing work is done, construction work for the access road should 

start in the spring of 2026. Finally, this will be followed by subsequent construction stages until the two 

wind turbines are finally erected so that they can go online around April/May 2027.  

“Once we got the necessary air quality permit from the Gießen regional board in March 2023, things kicked 

off officially – it sounds easy, but it’s something that we’d worked towards for a good five years,” remem-

bers Nicolas Christoph, the Corporate Director of Wind Power, Solar, Hydro & Business Development at 

Koehler Renewable Energy. “The fact that we’re now starting construction is a huge milestone, but as I 

alluded to already, we shouldn’t forget that it took an extremely time-consuming multi-year process that 

was characterized by detailed planning, countless adjustments and consultations, and quite a lot of expert 

reports. However, that means that it’s all the sweeter for us to see the actual physical work starting and 

the project visibly taking shape at last.” Qair Deutschland Managing Director Simon Ruckinski adds: “Get-

ting the required permits was the result of extraordinary teamwork. Working closely together with the 

responsible agencies and getting support from the municipalities of Fernwald and Pohlheim and the town 

of Lich were absolutely vital. Obviously, we’d like to thank them for trusting us and for all the constructive 

discussions we had throughout the entire planning process – this wouldn’t have been possible without 

them and we’re now eagerly looking forward to the construction stage of this project.”   

Important contribution to regional energy transition 



 

 
 

The Höhlerberg wind farm is an important building block for the energy transition in the region. Its two 

wind turbines will generate 11.4 MW of power and around 28,000 MWh of green electricity a year in the 

future – enough to cover the average power consumption of around 7,000 four-person households in 

Germany.  

At the same time, the site will continue to be strategically developed: Since only around a third of the 

priority area is currently in use, application documents for up to four additional wind turbines and a total 

rated capacity of 27 MW were submitted for the Helgenwald wind farm project in June 2025. This means 

that the area is gradually growing into a key hub of renewable energy for the region, all while being ac-

companied by extensive nature and species conservation measures.  

 

Figure: The exclusion fencing – a simple barrier made of wooden slats – clearly demarcates the site clearing 

areas while preventing unauthorized access. Source: Qair Deutschland  



 

 
 

About Qair Deutschland 

Qair is an independent producer of renewable energy and engages in the development, financing, con-

struction, and operation of projects in the areas of solar power, onshore and offshore wind power, battery 

storage, hydropower, tidal power, waste-to-energy, and the production and storage of green hydrogen. 

Qair is currently building and operating a global portfolio with a capacity of more than 1 gigawatt and, with 

a workforce of around 780 employees, is developing a pipeline with a capacity of over 34 GW in 20 coun-

tries in Europe, Latin America, and Africa.  

   

Qair Deutschland has sites in Munich and Leipzig and is a subsidiary of the Qair Group. An independent 

company within the group, it employs around 100 people in Germany, has extensive project experience in 

the field of renewable energy, and consistently engages in close and principled collaboration with all stake-

holders in order to bring about a sustainable energy future.  

Find more information at: https://deutschland.qair.energy/ 

 

About the Koehler Group 

The Koehler Group was founded in 1807 and has been family-run from that moment to the present day. 

The group's core business activity lies in the development and production of high-quality specialty paper. 

This includes—among others—thermal paper, playing card board, beverage coasters, fine paper, carbon-

less paper, recycled paper, decor paper, wood pulp board, sublimation paper, and also innovative specialty 

paper for the packaging industry. In Germany, the Koehler Group employs around 2,500 people across five 

production sites, with three additional sites in the USA. The group operates internationally, with an export 

share of around 70% in 2024, and brings in an annual turnover of around 1.1 billion euros. 

As an energy-intensive company, Koehler invests in renewable energy projects such as wind energy, hy-

dropower, photovoltaics, and biomass with its Koehler Renewable Energy business unit. The Koehler 

Group has set a goal of producing more energy from renewable sources by 2030 than is required for its 

paper production operations. 

With its Koehler Innovative Solutions division, the Koehler Group is collaborating with start-ups to promote 

innovations in the core business segments “paper” and “renewable energy”.  

Find more information at: https://www.koehler.com 

About Koehler Renewable Energy 
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Koehler Renewable Energy has been a subsidiary of the Koehler Group since 2012, with its headquarters 

in Oberkirch in Southwest Germany. The company is helping to shape the energy transition both in Ger-

many and abroad in a sustainable manner. In collaboration with business partners, numerous projects in 

the fields of biomass cogeneration, onshore wind power, photovoltaics, and hydropower have already 

been implemented. There is also a focus on new energy technologies. The experts at Koehler Renewable 

Energy manage all stages of the value chain: acquisition, planning, development, and smooth long-term 

operation of installations. 

The experienced team has already implemented projects worth a total of several hundred million euros 

with various partners, generating over 267,000 MWh of electricity in 2023 as well as over 26,000 MWh of 

heat and over 431,000 metric tons of steam. This means that Koehler Renewable Energy is making a sig-

nificant contribution to the Koehler Group’s sustainability strategy, with the aim of offsetting all the energy 

required for Koehler Paper’s paper manufacturing operations with renewable energy generated from its 

own installations by no later than 2030. In addition, Koehler Renewable Energy wants to position itself as 

a full-service provider for industrial power and heat customers, as well as a supplier of energy system 

solutions based on renewable energy. 

Find more information at: https://www.koehlerrenewableenergy.com 
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